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OUR VILLAGES –CRAWCROOK and GREENSIDE
TRUSTEE MEETING

7.00pm Monday 1st August 2022 at Crawcrook Pavilion

MINUTES

1. Present:

Laura Clark (chair), Caroline James, Sue Welch, Derek Marrs, Barbara Williams.

2. Apologies:

Helen Harran, John Neill, Chris Beer, Stuart Lowerson.

3. Did not attend:

None.

4. Minutes of meeting held on 7th June and AGM 19th July

Accepted as accurate records of the meetings

5. Matters Arising (not on main agenda)

a) Update on leaflet promoting local businesses – deferred

b) Mo’s leaving do and present.

Date for event at the Snug agreed – 23rd August , 6pm- 9pm. Caroline to organise  flowers.

c) Advertising, Secretary and Administrator posts.

Discussed scope of each role. Secretary to prepare and send out meeting agenda in consultation with the chair, take and send out minutes and maintain action list for review at each meeting. Administrator to deal with correspondence and respond to queries including those received through website and facebook pages. (Noted that CB has agreed to manage admin associated with specific events.)

ACTION – job role descriptions to be incorporated into a notice to go on Facebook page to advertise the roles (JN)
6. Financial Matters

a) Finance Report

LC presented finance report which had been circulated in advance. Report accepted.

b) Grant Funding opportunities and update.

£1000 received from Arnold Clark

£200 received from Essity, Prudhoe for Community Garden

Application to Police and Crime Commissioner Fund for pump track was not successful.

Applications have been made to Sport England and Co-op.  Result of Co-op application expected in Oct/Nov for payment in 2023 if successful.

7. Review of regular activities

a) Litter picking

i) Posting to OV pages by SL – deferred

ii) Storage of equipment at Cafe Church – decided that storage in pavilion more practical.

iii) Greenside Litter Pick July 2022. Agreed that a different approach to the collection and return of equipment is needed. 

ACTION SL to discuss with Diane Cadman.

b) Gardening
i) General update. SW reported on recent activity. More plants are required for the park. It was confirmed that the Co-op fund is still available for this purpose. There has been an offer of help to work on the large herbaceous border.

ii) Volunteer Day Crawcrook Bowling Green.

It was agreed that a volunteer day will be held in September to clear the border along the fence between the bowling green and the park. Volunteers who attend a planned session in the Community Garden in August will be asked to help and then the session to be advertised on Facebook pages depending on the response. ACTION – BW/JN
iii) Volunteer day Greenside

It was agreed the volunteers would be sought to cut back shrubs in the border by the junction above St  John’s Church. This will be an autumn task. To be advertised on Facebook pages in October. ACTION  - JN.

8. Crawcrook Pavilion and Green.

a) Update on lease agreement following meeting with Zoe Sharatt, Gateshead Counci.

A response to queries has been received from ZS. LC to circulate.  The area in front of the pavilion is already in the lease agreement and so could be paved for outside seating. It was agreed that the council be requested to lift the paving stones between the pavilion and the compound. These could possibly be re-used elsewhere.   Sub-leasing of the pavilion will not be permitted so not possible for a cafe to be run by a business on a commercial basis but Ok for a volunteer run  community cafe.

b) Feedback – AkzoNobel volunteer painting.

 Exterior painting of pavilion complete.  Some materials left over. LC to request volunteer help with interior painting.
c) Jubilee Mural Update and Graffiti Classes

Mural complete and first graffiti class to be held on 4th August. 20 interested so far. Plan to create a graffiti wall.

d) Arnold Clark Communjity Fund.

 £1000 received.

e) Proposed Plans for Pavilion Future Use and Public Consultation

LC has drafted consultation questionnaire which is posted on OV organiser’s page.. Trustees are asked for comments.

ACTION - ALL.

f) Lawnmowing update

Use  of ride-on mower will not be possible. Training to be provided on use of other mower.

DM suggested possibility of grant funding from Ryton Freemasons. Application would be by letter outlining reason for request. Agreed that paving and pergola outside pavilion would be a suitable subject of application. ACTION LC
DM also mentioned possible use of Masonic Hall for future fund raising events.

9. Plan for Crawcrook Park

a) Playpark installation – in progress

b) CCTV quotes and practicalities

2 quotes have been received - £800 and £1,500. Practicalities including number of cameras, length of time recordings are retained and access to recordings were discussed. To return to for decision when CB can report on detail. ACTION CB
c) Gradon Park Drawing Revisions

£800 remains of feasibility study funding. HH to report to next meeting for further discussion on how much revision is required. ACTION – HH

d) Updating the plan drafted by JN

Deferred to next meeting.

10. Update on Community Garden.

a) Essity Funding - £200 received to go towards set up costs.

b) Fundraising . Applications to be made to local firms. Possibility of seeking donations in kind e.g timber for raised beds. To be discussed by community garden planning group.

c) Volunteer evening August 17th 5.30pm in garden. Volunteers being sought (initially within an existing  church group) to help with pruning overhanging trees and general clearance.

d) Initial Groundworks. 

Following volunteer session Paddy G to commission further clearance including strimming/mowing and removal of unwanted shrubs etc

e) Seating area/reflection corner – to be included in plan

f) Entrance from Park

BW is requesting a site  meeting with a council officer to consider implications of arranging access via a gate in the fence adjoining the park with a path leading to it.

g) Raised beds.

To be included in design to facilitate accessto planting areas. Noted that redundant railway sleepers cannot be used due to risk of contamination. Possibility of obtaining donations of suitable timber  has been discussed by planning group.

11. Greenside Skate Park.

LC has been advised that work on maintenance is to begin ‘imminently’ . Following this the possibility of work by the graffiti artist to be considered.

12. Update on Durham Wildlife Trust and Hill 60.

(See minutes of AGM held on July 19th  for details of input by DWT and Gateshead Council.)

It was agreed that OV will continue to take an interest in the work as it progresses with the possibility of identifying volunteering opportunities.

13. Upcoming Events.

a) Autumn Fair

To be held in Greenside Community Centre on Sat Sept 24th. A meeting of the planning sub-group lead by CJ to be held on 9th August in Greenside Club. Noted that the Co-op have offered to have a stall and donate the proceeds. Donations of bottles (any type) for bottle stall and raffle prizes are requested.

b) Games and Crafts Family Day. To be held on Crawcrook Park bowling green on Friday August 26th. ( Lead – LC)

Volunteers needed to help on the day. ACTION - All
Large garden games needed. LC organising crafts for children. Tea and Coffee to be provided in the pavilion.

c) Robert Hattersley Family Day – Albion 3rd September

Being organised in Robert’s memory by his family. Agreed that OV will have a stall. LC to inform organisers.

d) Future Event Ideas

General discussion. Possibility of an evening event in autumn incorporating simple buffet,  music by local singers/musicians, ‘bonkers bingo’,  quiz, raffle etc. Possible venues: Masonic Hall, Crawcrook Club.

14. AOB

a) Repair of notice board outside Holy Spirit Church (BW). Ownership not known. BW to contact Cllr Kath McCartney for advice.

b) Maintenance of community benches. (CJ) Quotes to be sought for re-varnishing benches by the bus stop near the park, at Crawcrook Cross Rds and in the pinfold. ACTION – CJ

15. Date and Time of next meeting:

Tuesday 6th Sept , Crawcrook Social Club. 

