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Our Villages – Crawcrook and Greenside
Members’ Newsletter – March 2021

Hello to all our members! When we sent out our winter E-Newsletter, we could not have imagined that by spring we would still be living under such stringent restrictions! Despite this, Our Villages has been continuing with various activities to improve our local communities. We look forward to being able to hold meetings once again, but meanwhile the Trustees of Our Villages are pleased to provide you with the following update:
Gardening

The results of hard work by our garden volunteers can be seen in colourful flower beds in our parks and other public spaces. They also tend the containers which brighten up Crawcrook Main St and have planted up the new barrier baskets on the railings around the junction by The Fox and Hounds. Some mixed hedging has been planted along the fence between Crawcrook Park and Holy Spirit Church. In time it will provide important habitat for birds and pollinating insects.
Litter Picking

There is now a small army of volunteer litter pickers who have agreed to look after an area near them or on a favourite local walk. Their efforts are helping to keep the area tidy. There are plans to hold group litter picking events in Greenside and in Crawcrook Park once these can be held in safety. More details to follow.

Celebrating Local History

Hill 60

Our Villages has helped to support efforts to keep Hill 60 (the open area between Fairfield Manor and Westfield Ave in Crawcrook) for community use. Durham Wildlife Trust will soon take over management of the site and we are hoping to set up a meeting in coming months to consult on how to make the area accessible to the wider community. We hope you will join us. More details to follow. The surfaces of footpaths in the area are set to be improved and bins will be installed at entrances. We also hope to provide interpretation boards to inform about local history.
Rising Sun Cut

Supported by funding from Land of Oak and Iron, we have been working for some time on a project to recognise the ‘Rising Sun Cut’ and its importance to local history. In the very near future, we will provide seating and an interpretation board on the triangle of land by The Rising Sun.

Fund Raising
Due to the pandemic, many of the usual ways of raising the funds which are vital to the continuation of our work have been unavailable to us. However, some important initiatives have helped enormously to fill the gap. They include:
Face masks

One of our members, Julie Gavin has spent many hours over the past months making beautiful face masks which are both stylish and comfortable to wear. By selling them at £3.00 each or two for £5.00, she has donated the incredible sum of nearly £700 to Our Villages. This helped to brighten the village at Christmas by funding additional lights and decorations.  The masks are available at Ryton and Crawcrook virtual market #stall 26.

Easter Eggs

Sadly, it will not be possible to hold our traditional Easter egg hunt this year. However, some of our members have been busily knitting attractive covers for small chocolate eggs which can be bought singly for £2.00 each or as a box of 6 for £10.00. They are available from the Sandwich Station, Crawcrook Main St and at the time of writing over £250.00 has been raised for Our Villages.
The Co-op Fund

Our Villages has once again been chosen as one of the Co-op’s local causes. If you shop there and have a Co-op card, please log on to your account and nominate us as your chosen cause. That way you can fund raise just by shopping!  This year, money raised will help to fund accessible play equipment in Crawcrook Park so that children with disabilities or health issues can play in safety. In the past, the Co-op fund enabled us to provide safety fencing around the play area in the park.

Collecting Tins

Many of the shops and businesses in Crawcrook and Greenside support our fundraising by placing collecting tins in a prominent position. So far this year well over £200 has been raised in this way, so please carry on donating your small change. It all counts!
Crawcrook Park
In partnership with Gateshead Council, we are progressing a medium-term plan to develop Crawcrook Park to provide improved play and leisure facilities for the whole community. Funding to replace outdated play equipment has already been made available by the council.
Dog Fouling
This has long been a matter of concern to many residents. Although the majority of dog owners are responsible and ‘pick up’ after their pets, in recent months there does seem to have been an increase in the problem of dog fouling on our pavements and even in play areas where it poses a risk to the health of our children. Volunteers use bio-degradable pink spray to highlight the problem and warn passers-by of the hazard, and warning notices have been placed in Crawcrook Park and on lamp posts around the area.

Climate Change

Councils around Britain have been asked by Central Government to form and administer their own local plan for Climate Change. The Council have only last month established their own plan. This will include transport and infrastructure, procurement within the Local Authority, and how offices and services are run. Our Villages was invited to join the Climate Alliance for West Gateshead. So far, we have held several zoom meetings to establish the way we want to get involved and potentially help to shape the way Gateshead progresses on this. The ideas and actions will then be passed down through to residents so that everyone can make their own contribution to this vitally important plan, on a day-to-day basis, by making very small changes to their own lives. As we find out more of the way the Council plan to proceed, it is anticipated that during our next meeting we will be discussing how we can fit into the overall plan. Please contact us if you would like to become more involved.

How to get involved
If you would like to become involved in any of the activities mentioned here, or have ideas about how we can continue to improve our local area or a concern you would like to flag up, please ring Barbara Williams on 07790 539643. We welcome all volunteers.  There is no fixed time commitment and tasks can be tailored to individual interests and capacity. Even an hour or so of your time every now and again could make a positive difference!
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