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Committee Meeting – 09/07/2018
Minutes

Present:  -Hugh Kelly; Margaret Laraway; Heather Crawford; Judy Smith; Sue Welch; Caroline James; Kath McCartney; Barbara Williams; Margaret Edwards
Apologies for Absence– Nick Worboys; Julie Gavin; Anne MacDonald; Ruth Barker
Minutes of meeting11/06/2018–Agreed
Matters Arising (from Action Points) –
· Wait until October to ask Conservation Volunteers to plant the trees we have been offered for the Millennium Green – who to action?
· Sue promised to consult the Council tomorrow regarding the mowing season with a view to planting crocuses on Pond Hill.

· Ryan Stokoe has not been contacted about sponsorship.

· Caroline will review changing banks after Crawcrook Fair.

· Hugh understands no planning permission necessary if plans are shown re Land of Oak and Iron artwork.

· Feasibility Study – Hugh has discussed an overview with senior Gateshead Council members and the objectives of Our Villages.  Hugh will fix a meeting with Gary Carr and Kevin Hills; also with Tom (vicar) and Avril (Head Teacher of Emmaville Primary School).  Caroline will talk to the bowlers.
· Litter Picking – Kath says Crawcrook Park and Main street are litter-picked and the bins emptied daily with outlying streets and estates litter-picked  on a 3-weekly basis with litter bins being emptied weekly.  Currently no spare bins available but we request an extra dog-poo bin at Hill 60.
· Secretary – Barbara volunteered to write any letters, e-mail them to Caroline and she will use Our Villages printer.

· Change of date of meetings – keep to September 10th (as no meeting in August) before changing to 4th Monday of the month, starting with 22nd October.

Treasurer’s Report& Grant Monitoring
Christmas Lights appeal – so far Crawcrook collection is £1,755 plus £435 from the Disco (organised by Karen Surtees) and £365 from Greenside tins.  We will have to subsidise this years’ lights at this rate.  Alan Morton to be invited for our choice of extra lights – Kath to co-ordinate.
We still await bill for last years’ light  - approximately £5,000.

Barbara received promise of £320 for volunteer week and has spent it on 10 new litter pickers, banners and refreshments and hall hire for Greenside event.

Charitable Status
The AGM to wind-up the Environment Group will be October 9th at 7.00pm in upstairs room in Crawcrook Social Club.  Notices advertising to be placed on public noticeboards and Facebook.
Gardening
Mr Walton says a C43 mower could be available for John Hume (Bywell Close) and he would do the training.Sue to follow up – especially storage and petrol costs. 
General complaints about standard of grass cutting – photos and evidence should be sent to Paul Dowlin (Gateshead Council).

Greenside pit tubs – 15th July, 11.15am – plants funded by Our Villages.

Holy Spirit church garden – Judy has planted some dead bedding plants put in by some church members.

Litter Picking

Hugh talked to Year 5&6 at Greenside Primary School. 
Fly-tipping should be reported on Council’s website.  Barbara asked for notices re fines for fly-tipping – Kath to ask Gavin.
Caroline hopes the use of “Litter Picking this Saturday” banners will help. – next one 8th September.

Crawcrook Fair
Everyone urged to attend weekly Monday meetings at Lambs Arms, 7.00pm.
Daniel Farm decided not to sponsor us but have given 2 Afternoon Tea tokens for raffle.

Land of Oak and Iron
Ann and Hugh still writing artist’s brief – ideas about linking walking routes / map / smartphone app / leaflets in shops and library.
Millennium Green Trust
· AP Ruth – Carried forward as no update available
Crawcrook Park Feasibility Study
· SUEZ grant – the decision on playground grant is expected on 26th July.
Newsletter – has gone to print – should be delivered on 23rd July by ACCENT
AOB
Next meeting
Monday 10th September, 7.00pm in Crawcrook Social Club (upstairs room)
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